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CONSOLATIONS FROM LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY
Professor Karel Rose
COURSE SYLLABUS (Draft)
This course meets for (14) sessions. There are (7) modules with (2) sessions devoted to each module.  Each topic has required and optional readings with opportunities for experiences outside of the class session. Response papers will be required for each module. Each student is required to participate in a group Grand Conversation.   Each student will submit a midterm research paper selected from a list of options. The final paper will link materials from (2) modules. 
Letter to students:
Dear students, 
This course will consider how some of life’s common difficulties are best addressed in the pursuit of the good life. Readings in literature and philosophy will assist us to seek some tentative answers and consolations to both academic and personal questions. The readings included in the course span the centuries and are selected  from both young people’s and adult literature. The course is concerned with basic questions about freedom, morality and relationships. Notwithstanding, as you complete your academic studies at Macaulay, you will still have many more questions about the many issues that you confront on a daily basis. Attending college and reading literature and philosophy together may teach you not only how to think but what to think about.  We will explore through the eyes of various writers what is important in life.  Major topics such as friendship, love and loss, unpopularity, happiness, outsiderness and death will be the springboard for us to consider the consolations that philosophy and literature may offer. The course seeks to make us all wiser about our lives and to better understand our philosophical assumptions. The discovery of answers that are meaningful to you may involve some unpacking of your philosophical suitcase of belief systems. The teachings of Socrates will hover over this course and his concept that the unexamined life is not worth living will enrich our pedagogy. All knowledge begins with questions, curiosity and a sense of wonder. I assume that you are a motivated, inquiry-hungry group with questions as meaningful as your answers. 

SESSION 1		Introductions, Course Overview, Rationale
MODULE I  		Topic:  FRIENDSHIP 
			SESSIONS  2,3
		Readings to be selected from: 
	Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics
	John Knowles, A Separate Peace
	Katherine Patterson, Bridge to Terabitha
	Antoine de Saint-Exupery, The Little Prince
	Zadie Smith, Swing Time
	John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men
	Selected poetry

MODULE II		Topic: LOVE AND LOSS
			SESSIONS  4,5
			Readings to be selected from: 
	Sarah Blakewell,How to Live: A Life of Montaigne in One Question and  	Twenty Attempts at an Answer
          Anicius Boethius, Consolation of Philosophy
	Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe, The Sorrows of Young Werther
	Ivan Turgenev, First Love
	Selected poetry

MODULE III         Topic: UNPOPULARITY AND BULLYING
			 SESSIONS 6,7
			Readings to be selected from:
	Aristophanes, The Clouds
	Jay Asher, Thirteen Reasons Why
Margaret Atwood, Cat’s Eye
Eleanor Estes, the Hundred Dresses
Thomas Hughes, Tom Brown’s School Days 
	Plato, Apology
          Gene Luen Yang, American Born Chinese
	Selected poetry

MODULE IV		Topic: OUTSIDERNESS AND INVISIBILITY
			SESSIONS 8,9
			Readings to be selected from:
	Sherwood Anderson, Soldier’s Home
	Anton Chekhov, The Bet
	Ralph Ellison, The Invisible Man
	W.S. Hinton, The Outsiders
	Haruki Murakami, The Naked Lady

MODULE V   	Topic:  MONEY 
			SESSIONS 10,11
			Readings to be selected from: 
	Kingsley Amis,Money
	F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby
	Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own
	Richard Yates, Young Hearts Crying

MODULE VI		Topic:  Death and Dying
			Session 12
			Readings to be selected from:
	James Agee, A Death in the Family 
	Simon Critchley, The Book of Dead Philosophers
	Nina LaCour,We Are Okay
	Megan O’Rourke, The Longe Goodbye
	Patrick Ness,A Monster Calls
	Plato, The Apology

MODULE VII	Topic: Happiness
			SESSIONS: 13,14
			Readings to be selected from: 
	Epicurus, The Art of Happiness
	Ian McEwan, Saturday
	Ann Patchett, Bel Canto
	Selected Poetry



OUTLINE FOR GRAND CONVERSATIONS

A “Grand Conversation” is a presentation by two or more students who have studied a particular topic and planned a presentation with the guidance of the instructor. Your work will be judged on the thoroughness with which you explore the topic and bring new ideas to the attention of the class.  Your work will be judged on how effectively you present your ideas as well as the content.  You might want to encourage your classmates to bring something to class that will further enhance your presentation. 
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